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CHRISTMAS ON THE WAY 
 
We’ve had a successful 2005, with 13 licence issues, 10 ratings added and 11 students going first solo.  To celebrate 
their accomplishments, we are pleased to announce the second awards night once again to be held at the Jolly Boatman 
in Thrupp.  Like last year, tickets will be £5 per person including a buffet.  Members who have had an achievement during 
2005 will be presented with an award.  The awards night is to be held on Thursday 9th February at 19:00 so book your 
place now! 
 
The clocks have gone back, and the early sunsets are upon us – it can only mean the return of night flying!  For those 
who have night qualifications, it’s time to get current again (one take off and landing at night before you take passengers) 
and for those who do not, why not book yourself in for a lesson?  The night qualification allows flight after sunset and 
before sunrise.  The requirements for the night qualification are 5 hours of overall night flying, of which at least 3 are 
under dual instruction, and at least 1 hour of dual night navigation. This training must include 5 take offs and full stop 
landings at night.  Happily, there is no exam, no flight test and the qualification does not expire! 
 
As the unpredictable Autumn weather is also here, an IMC would be a perfect addition to your licence.  The IMC course 
teaches the pilot to fly in marginal weather conditions including cloud, radio navigation and instrument approaches. 
 
Concluding the 2005 fly-out season was a trip to Haverfordwest.  One of the more popular of fly-out destinations, we had 
plenty of enthusiastic pilots wishing to join in as well as passengers eager to try “Pembrokeshire’s finest all day breakfast” 
at Propeller’s Café.  The fly-outs have been very popular this year – if anyone has requests or suggestions for next year’s 
destinations, let us know.  
 

 
 
November also saw the inaugural PFT Squash Tournament!  Members joined staff at Kidlington Sports Centre for a rather 
exhausting evening of squash.  Skill levels varied from those who have never played to those who play daily, we all had 
fun.  The tournament was won by Ged Richmond, who narrowly edged Paul Jacobs in a nail-biting final! 
 
 
We’d also like to offer our congratulations to Ian, who has managed to secure himself a 
commercial job flying Citation jets.  Of course, we’ll be sorry to see him go but we are 
happy that he has secured himself the job of a lifetime.  

 
Lastly, Louise, Paul and all of the PFT staff would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas! 
 

 
 

This newsletter is for you!  If you would like to c ontribute in the future, or if you have news,  
ideas or other suggestions, please let us know! 



 

EVENTS 
 
Xmas Drinks  – We’d like to welcome all the members and their families to our annual Xmas drinks night on Monday 19th 
December.  We’ll have soft drinks, beer, wine and nibbles ready for you! 
 
Xmas Opening  – Please note Oxford Airport is closed from the end of the day on Friday 23rd December and opens again 
on Tuesday 3rd January.  As the airport is closed and unlicensed, we are unable to offer training at this time although we 
are open for solo-hire if required.  Please note that runway lighting and ATC will not be available over the period the 
airport is closed.  Anybody wishing to solo-hire at this time should contact Louise or Paul for details. 
 
Awards Night  – The Pilot Flight Training annual awards night will take place at the Jolly Boatman in Thrupp on the 
evening of Thursday 9th February at 19:00.  Tickets will cost £5 and will include a buffet.  We have awards for those who 
have achieved licenses, ratings or first solos during 2005. 
 

NOTICES 
 
Aerobatics  – We are happy to welcome back Tom Saunders into the team at weekends.  Tom is a past-instructor at PFT 
who is now flying in the RAF.  Tom is an aerobatics instructor, so if you fancy working towards your AOPA aerobatics 
certificate or perhaps you’d like to explore some of the more advanced flying techniques, give Paul or Louise a call and 
book yourself in. 
 
IMC / Night Flying  – Congratulations to Alistair who successfully completed his IMC instructors upgrade.  Along with Tom 
at weekends, Alistair is now fully qualified to teach the IMC and Night qualifications.  The airport is open for night flying 
weekdays until 20:00 so book up your slot now. 
 

TRIAL LESSONS FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 
Don’t forget that a Trial Lesson is the perfect gift for someone you love at Xmas.  For just 
£85, you can present someone with a Trial Lesson gift voucher and Introductory Flying 
Lesson book.  With ample opportunity for the recipient to take the controls, it is guaranteed 
to be a memorable day. 
 
 
 

2005 ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
First Solo 
 
Guy Stockley 
David Gunn 
Matt Stimpson 
Joe Langer 
Ged Richmond 
Graham Clarkson 
Eric Salhotra 
Patrick Winters 
Hilary Rothschild 
Clive Mundy 
Gary Newsham 
 

New PPL 
 
Glen Jones 
Mark Cooper 
Chris Mitchell 
Clive Wainstein 
Darren Turner 
Steve McKenna 
Wendy Moore 
Richard Mallows 
Guy Stockley 
Camilla Scarf 
Bryan Timmins 
Steve Bridgewater 
Patrick Winters 

Ratings 
 
Charlie Steel (Night) 
Craig Wylie (IMC) 
Angela Hodgson (Night) 
Delphine Audetto (IMC) 
Richard Andrews (Night) 
Martyn Gunson (Night) 
Andrew Giddings (Night) 
Craig Wylie (Night) 
Jim Kershaw (IMC) 
Brian Miller (IMC) 
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