
Pilot Flight Training   
Latest news from Pilot Flight Training Oxford      Issue 8 
 
 

THE NIGHTS ARE DRAWING IN! 
 
Welcome to the final newsletter of 2006, and where has the year gone?  At least we can say that the last few months 
have provided us with some of the best flying weather we could hope for, certainly much better than the spring!  We are 
happy to say that we have been extremely busy for the last 6 months and we would also like to thank everyone for their 
patience through the times of instructor shortage. 
 
I’m sure most of you have already met John Strong as he’s been with us since the summer.  John is with us during the 
week and teaches PPL, IMC, Night and is also an examiner. 
 
We’re rather sad to see Ebrahim (EB) Parkar leave us so suddenly after a short time with us.  EB has managed to secure 
himself a freight job flying from Coventry, and we wish him all the best.  As with all instructor departures, it has left us a 
little short staffed.  In order for us to continue to provide good quality instruction, it may take some time before a suitable 
replacement is sourced – and we apologise in advance for any inconvenience.  
 
Another familiar face is back with us on Sundays – long term members may remember Simon Coombs, who used to be 
the CFI here at PFT.  Well, Simon left us a few years ago but is now back on the scene.  Simon teaches PPL, IMC and of 
course, aerobatics. 
 
Typically we had mixed success throughout the year with regard to the flyouts, although we managed to get the two main 
trips to Le Touquet and Jersey away, as well as an overnight trip to Tollerton. The flyouts are of benefit to everyone, PPL 
holders, students, friends and family.  They are a chance to go places for half the cost, gain more flying experience and a 
time to get to know other PFT members.  So if you were on of the lucky people to go on this year’s flyouts then please 
pass on your experiences to other members to help encourage more people to join in. 
 

 

 
 

 
This newsletter is for you!  If you would like to c ontribute in the future, or if you have news,  

ideas or other suggestions, please let us know! 



 

EVENTS 
 
Xmas Drinks  – On Wednesday 20th December, Louise, Paul and the rest of the PFT staff would love to see you and 
your families for some Xmas drinks and nibbles at PFT HQ.  All members, friends and family are welcome.  Just pop in 
from 4 pm onwards even if it’s just to say hi and allow us to wish you all a very merry Christmas! 
 
Annual Awards Night  – In the new year, on Thursday 15th February, we will once again be at the Jolly Boatman for our 
annual awards night.  Every year, we celebrate everyone who has achieved a goal in flying, whether it’s going first solo, a 
qualification to their licence or gaining a licence itself. The evening starts at 7pm and there will be a hot buffet, the price is 
£5 a head and we do need to know numbers, so if you want to come along then please let us know ASAP. 
 
 

NOTICES 
 
Ground School  – We are pleased to announce that we can once again offer ground school to all PPL students and this 
will be restarting in the new year.  We will soon be offering both weekend courses and evening brush up classes.  As 
soon as we have confirmed dates we will let you all know. 
 
Fly Outs 2007  – We have many photos up in the PFT office from the 2006 flyouts to show you all what fun we had.  If 
anyone has any suggestions for places to go in 2007 then please let us know.  We are hoping to travel further a field and 
maybe do some more overnight trips in if possible.  As always, let us know what you’d  like to do. 
 
Exam Success  – I’m sure everyone would like to join me in congratulating Louise and Richard “Dicky” White in passing 
their ATPL ground examinations.  Both Louise and Richard will be commencing the flight instructor course in the new 
year - Paul  
 
Dawn To Dusk Spitfire Challenge  – It may seem like a long time ago, but just to let you know that Steve and I did 
indeed complete our D2D challenge. We managed to visit 14 airfields in 10 hours and raised lots of awareness for Flying 
Scholarships For The Disabled.  Thank you to all everyone who supported us. 
 
Open Day Raffle Results  – We have finally closed the raffle from the open day, and we are rather pleased to announce 
that we managed to beat the magic £1000 mark and have raised £1200 for Flying Scholarships for the Disabled.  We 
hope to be able to do a presentation in the New Year.  As always, HUGE thanks to all those who donated prizes! 
 
Check out the website for the raffle prize winners! 
 

2006 ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
First Solo 
 
Tom Ligertwood 
Joe Robinson 
Ioannis Giannakopoulos 
Phil Garner 
Roland Hoogendam 
Ben Bailey 
Daniel Williams 
Pete Williams   
Bruce Ballard    
Ian Williams    
Jay Hollingum    
Danail Obreschkow 
Roch Trinque 
 

New PPL 
 
Tony Woodward 
Graham Clarkson 
Ioannis Giannakopoulos  
Eric Salhotra    
Joe Langer 
Hilary Rothschild 
Pete Williams  
Fred Matubia 
Joe Robinson  
 

Ratings 
 
Richard White (Night) 
James Gallacher (Night) 
 
Andrew Giddings (IMC) 
 
Clive Wainstein (Aeros) 
Ron Middleton (Aeros) 
David Haworth (Aeros) 
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